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Dear Sir or Madam:

Union Carbide Corporation ("Union Carbide") was recently
informed of information about PCB levels in previously-retrofilled
electrical transformers which the Agency may regard as being
reportable under its current TSCA § 8(e) guidelines.

A Union Carbide subsidiary, Unison Transformer Services, Inc.
("UNISON"), was formerly in the business of retrofilling electrical
transformers and other equipment so as to lower the level of PCB
contamination of dielectric fluid, in most cases to below 50 ppm.
After retrofilling, the contaminated retrofill material was taken to
UNISON's facility in Henderson, Kentucky, where the PCBs were
separated out. The PCBs were sent for incineration, and the retrofill
material became available for reuse. UNISON sold its retrofill
business in August 1991 to ENSR Corporation ("ENSR"), whose parent
is American NuKEM Corporation ("NUKEM"). However, UNISON retained
the facility in Henderson and still operates it, with ENSR as its
customer. .

Recently, NUKEM notified Union Carbide that it had learned that -
a "substantial number" of transformers retrofilled using UNISON's
"RECLASS 50" SM system to PCB levels below 50 ppm now have
levels substantially above 50 ppm. NuKEM gave as an example a SUNY
transformer retrofilled about two years ago (apparently to below 50
ppm) which NuKEM alleges was determined later to have a level of
about 400 ppm.
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While it is not clear that this information is subject to
reporting under Section 8(e), or that Union Carbide or UNISON are
themselves subject to Section 8(e) with respect to this information,
we are submitting it to the Agency because of EPA's continuing
interest in reclassification of electrical transformers.

Very truly yours,

Associate Director
Product Safety
[203-794-5230]
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